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- A MODERN ALDUS TELLS OF JOY IN MAK

Ohio Man Has Devoted Better Part of His Life to Task of Reviving Individualism That Domi-
nated Ancient Printers’ Works—Makes His Own Paper, Casts and Sets All Type; Prints
and Binds the Press Product—Specimens Accepted by Smithsonian Institution

£

BOOKS MADE BY ONE MAN
I™IQUE CAPITAL EXHIBIT.
What are belleved to be the only books
ever produced—from the contents to the
*printing and bindlng—by one man working
alone have just been placed on exhibiftion
At the Smithsonian dnstitutlon, * * ¢
This I8 part of the gemeral exhibltlon in the
divislon of graphic arts In the institation.—
News Item,

By DARD HUNTER.
HE Italian beok printers of the fif-
teenth and sixteenth centuries have
never been excelled. Their paper

shows a richness in tone and texture which -

has nover been equalled. The type pos-
seages a freedom of stroke unknown to-
day. The margins and formati
ways satisfying, and the presaworlk dis-
plays much brilliance and a firmness that
suggests sculpture,

From pn artistic vielpoint book print-
ing declined In the seventeenth century,
but the elghteenth century produceil three
cr four gonod 1|1'I|uerﬂ, During the last
thirty years a great revival in fine hook
production has taken place, starting with
the work of William Morris at the Kelms-
cott Press in England., These latter da,\.'
hook printers have always imitated the
fitteenth and slxteenth century printers in
the style of paper and typography in gen-
eral. Their desire was to arrive at the
sume artlstic result that had been achieved
by the early Venetian printers, who con-
sidered their oceupation an art rather
than a trade.

are al-

Tried to Reproduce
Ancient Printers' Cha}rm

For twenty years I labored trying to get
the pleasing quality and excellence of old
typography Into the bhooks that 1
producing. To be sure, I used the so-called
Land made paper from laly; my type was
of gpecial design and the printing was ex-
ecuted with cure. WIth all my painssthe
Looks that 1 produced always lackea that
indefinable charm that the old volumes
possessed. 1 have seen thi-uugll the press
upward of two hundred different books, but
mone of them ever pleased me—they did
not carry with them the stamp of crafts-
man—thdy were just so much paper with a
type impression,

The old books from the presses of Aldus
and Nicholas Jenson haunted me, Why
could 1 not, in this age, produce as fine
typography as these fifteenth century
artisans? Surely, with all the mechanieal
fugenuity of to-day in paper making, type
founding and printing one should be able
to equal, if not excel, the old typographers.
But as much as I would try, my work
always had that modern, uninteresting
flavor of the workaday world and the
steam printing press.

Ilthaught If T went to Europe I could

wab

better imbibe an understanding of ancient
typography so that 1 could return to
Americg and primt books equal the
printers of old. 1 went to Italy and there
gtudied the art of making paper by hand.
Then to Vienna, where | was able to enter
the Kaiserliche Koeniglicke Graphische
Lehr and Versuchs Anstalt, the oldest in-
stitute of the graphic arts in the world. 1
am now one of the three or four Americans
that were granted diplomas at this royal
Austrian school. | ualso studied type de-
sign at the Kunstgewerbe Schule in Vienna,
and then went to London, where I entered
the Royal Technical College, making a
specialty of tool making.

After n number of véars of study in Fn
rope 1 returned to Amerira, to again try
my hand at hook printing, My eiforts were

to

Camera study of Dard Hunter, the
Ohio man who makes books as did the
early printers.

gtill unsatisfactory to myself, and my
typography still suggested more the trade
union than the guilds of the anclent crafts
men,

The trouble was this: [ had been buy-
ing paper which had been made in a mill
in another part of the world, This paper
had been fabricated by men who knew or
cared nothing about me or the, hooks in
vhich their product & to form such an

imnub;anl part, The type I had been
l.!sil! ' although of my own deslign, had
been made in a great commercial type

foundry by men uninterested in my work.
All T had been doing (like all the rest of
the printers) was to set the mechamcally
made type and imprint It on the paper of
wiMeh T had no part in the making. 1 had
been simply printing books—not making

Honey Bees Sending

ONCERNING the honey bee there are
C n few words that M. Maeterlinek
neglected to fnclude In his intimate

He had no conception, so It seems, of
the bee that could Jump into a family finan-
cinl erisls and lay golden eggs for its master,
M. Masterlinck might be to
learn that In America, where commerce is
all jumbled up with sentiment, there
bees that go in for practical matlgrs, such

diary.

netonished
arn

ax paying off the mortgnge on an old family
homestead, fitting out a basement with
washing machinés and  other luxurious
equipment, and-—in (‘al‘ialn'::rn-r!ﬂr instances
sending needy yvoung men to college,

tut that's what the honey bees ean do onoe
they are brought up under the proper en-
vironmeant and encouraged to lead a 99 per
cent. pure honey life.

It is of the educationally inclined bees
that we are privileged to speak In an author-
itative manner. In Cornell Universigy this
vear there are registered one senlor, one
junlor and one freshman, brothers from the
same farm In Westchester county, whose
bills for tultion, board, laundry and incl-
dentals are met promptly and in full by »
group of hard working bees, who are willing
tn sit up nights rather than get behind in
their payments

We have sesgt both the bees and the boye
und can votch for every item that we set
fiown.

Father's Trade Is Plumbing,
With Farm as an Incident

U'p at Pleagantville, in the lake district
of Westchestor county, an a gorgeous hig
farm shadowed hy an occasional weeping
willow, with a real brook cutting the cus-
tomary capers out In the meadow, livea
Otto J. Bpahn, a furming-plumber. But for
all the cows and chickens, the crops and
thmbher Mr. Spahn I a regular hot water
heating, roofing and bathroom plumber. At
least that's what the sign says,

Originally Mr, Spahn did his plumbing In
metropolitan coirales. “Then he married and
foined the Back te Nature Cluh, In those
daya a plumber In Pleasantville was o
curlogity. To«day he's accopted as a matler
of course along with the ather twentieth
century Improvemonts, Sorme vears he could
have kept twoa foremen nnd n dozen helpers
busy. But he didn't. He fust took the jobs
he conld superintend himself and waited for
the boys to grow up into the husiness. Thers
were three of them eoming along

About the time other mothers were chant-

them. These mechanically fashionea wol-
umes were the product of the combined
labors of hupdreds—they were a conglom-
erate mass of ideas and workmanship,

I eame to the conclusion that | had been
working in the wrong direction. 1If |
wanted to arrive at the particular excel-

lence of the old printers 1 must use the
methods of working that were used in the
first centuries of the art. This involved
many difficulties; 1 had to learn the arts of
paper making and typography ss the
encients had practised them. 1 began col
incting old books and prints on these sub-

Specimen pages from the book that took seven years to produce.

The maker does not work for gain but for love of the art of typog- |

raphy. Paper. type, printing and binding all were done by him alone. {
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Ing ubout “T did not ralse my boy to be a
soldier” Mrs. Bpahn hid a refrain all her
own, The first line ran: “I did not ralse
my boy to be a plumber,”

' The oldest boy, Mto 1., Jr, who had heen
graduated from the Pleasantville High S8chool
und had gone into the stodents' tradning
corps, chimed In with the same iden., From
Ithacn, where he was answering revellle and
attending classes between drlll periods, he
wrote down to the home folks and intimated
thar college, even in an army uniform, held
out more or lesy atiractfons for him.,

Then came the armistice and the dléarma.-
ment of the students’ training corps, Otto
wns home again.

Always Had Kept Bees,
But Not as a Business

(Mo told them frankly that he wanted a
college oducation, He wasn't casting any
asperslons agningt the plumbing profesaion,
but he wanted to do something clse—some
thing with perhaps less pay but more dig-
nity. Mrs, Spanhn smiled and patted him on
the back. He wos a gon after her own heart

(to; 8r., smiled. too, but sceratched his
lead and =ald that he Qdn't know where the
money was coming from. Mumber though
e wag, he possessed none of the proverbial
opulefce of the trade, He cnlculated to glve
A doliar's worth of plumbing for every dollar
he recelved, and the profits from that kind
of a transaction wouldn't send a boy to col-
lege and keep the home fires burning at one

nnd the same time

It was at this polnt that the honey bee
entered the discussion Mr. Bpahn was a
beekeeper on g emal] seale,  He had been

for years. Among other things, Mr., Spahn
had the first poadside honey stand In Went-
chester county, or any county for that mat-
ter, He did it Just casunlly us movie money
for the youngstors and an infrequent Eoster
bonnet Tor “the Mre" It wasn't o regula
husiness,

Thinking the thing over, Mr, Spahn begrn
to wonder if one hundred thousand bees
tould produce twenty-five pounds of honey

why couldr’'t o million bees produce 2560
pounds? That was ¢ elghth of a ton A
ot of honey in any language,

That night Otto, 8r., and Otte, Jr., figured
long and late with a pad and penell,  Just
before dawn the answer apread [teelf before
their With proper economy and ull
that sort of thing, a flat ton of honey woulil
sto Otto “hrough a year of Cornell, Count-
ing latiditdes and the harum-scarum pon-

oyes

Th

producers, it meant four milllon beex on
the outside,
“That's a lot of bees," sald Otto, Sr.
“Yeah, but it's a lot of i

of snid
Mto, Jr.

honey,

Anyway, as. an outcome of the night's
negotiations Otto went back to Cornell, o
private citizen again, but a registered fresh
man in the university. The following spring
and summer four milllon honey bees woent
over the top for Corndl,

When more boyvs reached the college age
mare beess were ndded to the aplary. To-dny
Mr, Bpahn is a bes millionaire many times

over. Offhand, he thinks there may be
Awenty million bees in the swarm. Still, he
may have missed a few in his rough and
ready way of taking a census,

At the last balancing of the books it ap-
peared that the 1021 crop of honey wonld

reach Yive tons It Is golng to take almost
that much to keep the three boys in Cornell,

aceording to Mr. Spubhn College expenses
have intreased He has to flgire now on a
ton #nd a half of honey per boy per college
VOar Which ls—we t met away from
the feeling—putting rather a strain an the
honey bee

It has been n busy summer for all hands
concerned. What with the plumbing busl

ness hooming In Pleasantville and the hous-

ing tondition In the aplary needing constant
stipervidon, there haven't heen many doys
when Mr. Bpahn «ombled the family and
declared a general ho And It may be
taken for granted there wn ttle rest for

the honey hee.

Divide Up the Highways
And Dispose of the Product

But, take it from th S brothers
singly or In a group, disg ( he honey
makes the whole propo on iltogether
worth whie. On any Sunday, Saturday or
holldny thronghout 1) W tion period the
S|prnhns apread themeelves over Westches-
ter county and come to nnchor under “"Honey
for Rale™ signe

The youngest =on ha= a private hunting
ground on the Boste Port aill, hetwesn
Hye and Mamaronock Haln ap 0, hn'
on the jeb ready to toss quarts ef extrocted
honey Into any passing motorist’s tonneau

The oldest. Bpahin boy holds down o stand
on the Albany osgt Road Eather and
mother and the Cornell junior divide up
the other maln highwave, In {n the Jorsoy
ferry Is the only exit from the metropolis
oaguarded by a member of the Bpahn
wmily behind a honey stand

ree Westchester

While almost any Spahn you run agross

I Westchester county Is sure to be a honey
salesman it lsn't safe to assume that every
honey ' stand is kept by a Spahn. A few
years ngo you could have Inkd 4 to 1 that

uny given honey stand had a Spahn (n the
Imckeround, but te-day the story
different. Other budding merchants, stimu-
Inted by the marked vollegiate suceess of
the Spahn family, have discarded pop bot
tle stands and lemonade roosts nud hung up
honey signs, For a summer activity, com-
bining business with pleasure, it has no noar
rival,

I8 qulte

But as Mr. Spahn says, there s competi-
tion and competition, The one kind he
doesn't mind at all. He's even glad to
give the amatetra just breaking in fow
figst ald Instructions in ralsing a honey
crop. Hut the other kind, he feels, Ia rather

n disturbing element.
It seems that some of these curious honey

persons, who have any particular bent or
leaning townrd dipping into the intimate
details of bee culture, slide over the pre-
liminary stage and import their honey
strilght from South Amerien. Naturally
the standards of living among tropical hoes
ire nothifg to be compared with West

chester standards. South American bees aro
content with much less of & return on thelr

haney. Even considering the import duty
they can undersell the loeal product on any
open roadside market,

When it comea to actual comparjson o
the two honeys, taste for taste, Mr, Spahn
I# comfldent there I8 no real compet)

But fecding (ree honey as a sample to
#irny mojorist who passes
chester, just prove jix
foreign products, cuts into the
mendously.

Still, even with South Americn in the run-
ning. busineas hae been good! enough with
the Spahns there warn't any
packing the three boya off for Cornell
schedule time,

ovnry
throvgh West
stperiority r

profits tre

LU drlny

on

Family Authorities on Bees,
As Reporter Learned First Hand

bheforé the boys left we made o spe

cvlal trip to Plensuntville and spent s day
absorbing bee Information, Thit n, we
shoulil have abzsorbed o lot, for Otto Spahn
8r., Iz congldered by the Burean of Ene
tamology the best informed beekeeper in
southgrn New York State, and the boys are
nafls Mr. Bpahn did hkis part

Boye did theirs, but tweaty-four

ater we had forgotten ¢ hing
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At left—Paper mill built by the
modern Aldus on a brook near Chilli-
cothe, O., for the one man plant.

jects, to he Med as text books. My lbrary
kept growing and growing until now It
contains perhaps the largest collection of
old paper making and water marking liter.
ature In this country

1 found that to rarry out the idea of
eéqualling the oli printers 1 must have my
own paper mill and my own type [oundry,
ag well as the printing rvom, My working
materinlg for book prodactinn were now to

be litnen and cotton rags for the paper:
bar steel, copper, lead, tin and antimony
for Lhe ) Formerly my materials had
been poper mar tvpe,

1 resolved to print but two hooks, but

these would be all my own work—no other
hand should enter their making.

With this {des In view | startad in guest
of & that would furnish sultable
water for the making of hand made paper
I found a brook a bank of which, in Chilli-
cothe, Ohloghad been ysed as a mill site
two hundred years ago. The old milidam

stream

oxcept that a bee is a well behaved, harmioss
i o cross him

We di a personally conducted tour
through the listriet that we are not
Hable to forget very soon It was on n
warm, =unny day during a honey flow A
hoftey  flow n technieal term indicating
n working day for tho honey bees. The boes

supposed t
on working days.

nre be oo bhusy to notles visltors

Nevertheless, we accepted all the anti-bee
wrmor the Spahns had to offer. Starting
with a wire cage headplece and a neck muf-
fler, we went on through the Heavy
elbow length: padded gloves, trousers,
and a smoke torch, 1f an o sank

th sh he had to fight his
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The one man print shop near Chilli-
cothe where individualism is put into
books.

was still intact, I built a small mill myself,
which 1 patterned after a cottage of Devon-
shire. It was of half timber construction,
with a thatched roof made from rye straw
which I had grown on my llttle farm for
the purpose. | equipped this miniature
mill with appliances such as had been
ueed by the fifteenth century paper makers.
An old erenky wooden water wheel reduced
the Hnen and -cotton r to a fibrous pulp,
frem which I made each sheet of paper
separately In a hand mould,

Next 1 set up s small type foundry, and
with no other tools or utensils than those
that would have heen used four hundred
vears ago I eut the letter punches in steel,
styuek the matrices in copper and cast the
font of type in a hand mould which I had

ulterned after an early model. When
there was sufficient water to turn the
water whee! I worked (o the mill, and waa

ihle to make about seventy-five sheets of
paper a day. When there wns no water I
made type, s upward of a hundred thou-
sand pleces wers needed for my project.

Seven Years of Work
Required to Make Two Books

When the paper and type were ready |
arinted the first book, using a press of the

vld hand lever type. The filrst book, an
edition of two hundred, wans finished late
in 18415, The second book, of which there

were two hundred and fifty coples printed,
wus completed In 1016, Both of these
valumes were made for the Chicago Society
of BEtchers and were monographs on the
art of etching. The entire work of paper
malking, type making and printing ocenpled
o period of seven years of constant work.

Nn, these books did not pleake me, bul
nearly approached the peculiar
elngive art of the fifteenth century typogra
phers than I had ever done before, Perhaps
it is better that 1 did not reach my ideal,
for had this been nr'r'mhnh.whed life would
have ceased to be interesting. When we
renge gtrugeling we cease growing.

The hand moulds on which the paper for
these two hooks was made, as well as all
the letter punches, matrices, type and tools
that were used In their production, are
now in the Smithsonian Institution at
Washington, never to be used for printing
again! The two hooks are there also, and
on the label of the case in which they are
housed may be read: “In theé emtire histbry
ol printing these are the first books to have
been made in their entirety by the labor of
one man.”

I more

It was with considerable pride that Mr
2 ' wquninted with a queen
I S w r l wbout on one of the
Tow n i of the hiy inying cggs at the
rate of one A minut Probably she did not
R Hd w was being  Intprviewed
by n o mdent of Tueg New York Hen-
Al Hhe me kickod her left Ing, as much
A8 1o BNV ‘ell, there goes another ege.
thank goodness That was about all we

ild get out of her

some of the drones wers maore friendly.
me of them submitted willipgly to 'a briet
oasion of vivisectlon, so that we were able
e enrt VWY 0 igue notion of how to
tell the age of a 1w i 1t hardly seemed
v th t! werifl W ire almost never

iriun sout the neges of beos,

Life Like an Aviator's
On Scout Duty Aloft
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